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Nov 26, 2017
==========
The Coming Hope: Isaiah 7 and 9
What do you put your hope in?
==========
Story: Jacob Miller (impossible hope)
Background: Why Israel and Syria were about to attack Judah (Ahaz put his
hope not in God but in the Assyrians)
Isaiah takes his son "a remnant will return" to coax Ahaz away from evil and
towards trust in God
Isaiah 7:2-4
Now the house of David was told, “Aram has allied itself with Ephraim”; so the
hearts of Ahaz and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are shaken
by the wind. Then the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out, you and your son ShearJashub, to meet Ahaz at the end of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road
to the Launderer’s Field. Say to him, ‘Be careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid.
Do not lose heart because of these two smoldering stubs of firewood—because
of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah.
Isaiah 7:9
The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is only Remaliah’s
son. If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.’ ”
What would a righteous king look like?
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Isaiah 32:1-8
See, a king will reign in righteousness and rulers will rule with justice. Each one
will be like a shelter from the wind and a refuge from the storm, like streams of
water in the desert and the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. Then the
eyes of those who see will no longer be closed, and the ears of those who hear
will listen. The fearful heart will know and understand, and the stammering
tongue will be fluent and clear. No longer will the fool be called noble nor the
scoundrel be highly respected. For fools speak folly, their hearts are bent on evil:
They practice ungodliness and spread error concerning the LORD; the hungry
they leave empty and from the thirsty they withhold water. Scoundrels use wicked
methods, they make up evil schemes to destroy the poor with lies, even when the
plea of the needy is just. But the noble make noble plans, and by noble deeds
they stand.
What is Advent?
There are themes of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy. Today we focus on Hope
God goes out of His way to be patient with unbelieving Ahaz who seems to be
avoiding talking to the God he is betraying
Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
Isaiah 9:2-7
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the
land of deep darkness a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and
increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as
warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment
rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a
child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and
upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The
zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
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Micah 5:2
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are
from of old, from ancient times.”
Genesis 3:15
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
Isaiah 52:13
See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.
Isaiah 53:2
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He
had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we
should desire him.
Numbers 24:17
“I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out of Jacob;
a scepter will rise out of Israel. He will crush the foreheads of Moab, the skulls of
all the people of Sheth.
Story: A redneck beacon
Despair has the same medical affect as a pack of cigarettes a day
We ALL need HOPE! Don't be like Ahaz in put your hope in things against God,
put your hope in Him
Story: The hang glider and the red tailed hawk
Psalm 121:1-2
I lift up my eyes to the mountains— where does my help come from? My help
comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.
Ahaz: "Assyria is with us!"
Immaneul = "God is with us!"

