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==========
Proclaiming the End from the
Beginning
How did we get to this point? Where
do we go from here?
==========
At any given point there is conflict in the Middle East. Before any of us were born,
and until Jesus returns. It's been going on for millennia.
How did we get to this point?
And where do we go from here?
Jews, Christians, and Muslims all trace back their heritage to Abraham. The
Christians agree with the Jewish text but also the writing of Paul who describes
us as spiritual successors whom God has grafted into the tree.
Romans 11:11-31
Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather,
because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel
envious. But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss
means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their full inclusion
bring! I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles,
I take pride in my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own
people to envy and save some of them. For if their rejection brought
reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? If
the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if
the root is holy, so are the branches. If some of the branches have been broken
off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others
and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, do not consider yourself
to be superior to those other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not
support the root, but the root supports you. You will say then, “Branches were
broken off so that I could be grafted in.” Granted. But they were broken off
because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but tremble. For
if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. Consider
therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but
kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also
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will be cut off. And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God
is able to graft them in again. After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is
wild by nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree,
how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own
olive tree! I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters,
so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part
until the full number of the Gentiles has come in, and in this way all Israel will be
saved. As it is written: “The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn
godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take
away their sins.” As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies for your
sake; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the
patriarchs, for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. Just as you who were at
one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their
disobedience, so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too
may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you.
So to sum up a few points: God has a plan for the Jews through the patriarchs
like Abraham and that promise from God will not be broken. Christians are
grafted into the tree through faith in Jesus. Islam re-writes major sections of this
story and tells a very different one.
Genesis 12:1-3
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your
father’s household to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will
bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples
on earth will be blessed through you.”
God will bless Abram and his descendants. Don't be on the wrong side of the
chosen line because cursing them means calling down a curse on yourself.
Genesis 13:14-17
The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Look around from where
you are, to the north and south, to the east and west. All the land that you see I
will give to you and your offspring forever. I will make your offspring like the dust
of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be
counted. Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to
you.”
Now in addition to the promise of descendants is the promise of the land
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Genesis 15:4-5
Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son
who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” He took him outside and said,
“Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
Genesis 15:18-21
On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your
descendants I give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the
Euphrates— the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites,
Rephaites, Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”
Now is added that this will come from your own son, don't go looking for a
servant to fill this role. And the land promised already is full of other people
groups.
Genesis 16:1-2
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian
slave named Hagar; so she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having
children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.”
Abram agreed to what Sarai said.
This waiting period is a time to build faith. But Sarai flat out blames God for
keeping her from having children.
Abram and Sarai fall back on an old custom from their former way of life when
the waiting gets tough. Do you ever fall back into old habits when things get
rough?
Romans 12:2
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his
good, pleasing and perfect will.
Genesis 3:17
To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree
about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground
because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your
life.
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Adam shirked his responsibility to guide his household towards God by simply
taking what his wife said and not trying to course correct.
Abram does the same thing here with Sarai.
Just like Adam turned around to blame his wife, Sarai blames Abram and Abram
throws Hagar under the bus.
Genesis 16:3-14
So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her
Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. He slept with
Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began to
despise her mistress. Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for the
wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is
pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.” “Your
slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then
Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. The angel of the Lord found Hagar
near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur. And
he said, “Hagar, slave of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you
going?” “I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered. Then the
angel of the Lord told her, “Go back to your mistress and submit to her.” The
angel added, “I will increase your descendants so much that they will be too
numerous to count.” The angel of the Lord also said to her: “You are now
pregnant and you will give birth to a son. You shall name him Ishmael, for the
Lord has heard of your misery. He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be
against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will live in hostility
toward all his brothers.” She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You
are the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One who sees
me.” That is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still there, between
Kadesh and Bered.
Hagar has been mistreated but finally recognized by someone...God! She
receives a prophecy about her son who will have many descendants but they will
fight each other and everyone else.
Genesis 16:15-16
So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to the son she
had borne. Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore him Ishmael.

5 of 9

Genesis 17:1-27
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am
God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. Then I will make my
covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” Abram
fell facedown, and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You
will be the father of many nations. No longer will you be called Abram; your name
will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you
very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will
establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your
descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God
of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside
as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your
descendants after you; and I will be their God.” Then God said to Abraham, “As
for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants after you for the
generations to come. This is my covenant with you and your descendants after
you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised.
You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between
me and you. For the generations to come every male among you who is eight
days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought
with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. Whether born in
your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My
covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised male,
who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has
broken my covenant.” God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are
no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. I will bless her and will surely
give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations;
kings of peoples will come from her.” Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and
said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah
bear a child at the age of ninety?” And Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael
might live under your blessing!” Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will
bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him
as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. And as for Ishmael, I
have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly
increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him
into a great nation. But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will
bear to you by this time next year.” When he had finished speaking with
Abraham, God went up from him. On that very day Abraham took his son
Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought with his money, every
male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him. Abraham was
ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised, and his son Ishmael was
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thirteen; Abraham and his son Ishmael were both circumcised on that very day.
And every male in Abraham’s household, including those born in his household
or bought from a foreigner, was circumcised with him.
Abram and Sarai have had their identity changed by God.
Hagar's son is not part of this promise. "A" promise, but not THE promise.
Ishmael will be father to 12 rulers, just as Isaac will. God will use Isaac's tribes
and the devil will be using Ishmael's tribes.
Genesis 18:1-15
The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was
sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and
saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the
entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. He said, “If I
have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. Let a little
water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree.
Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your
way—now that you have come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do
as you say.” So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get
three seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” Then he ran to
the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried
to prepare it. He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been
prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a
tree. “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There, in the tent,” he said.
Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and
Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the
tent, which was behind him. Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and
Sarah was past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she
thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”
Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have
a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you
at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” Sarah was afraid, so
she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”
God has the last laugh
Isaac means "laughter"
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Genesis 21:1-21
Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah
what he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in
his old age, at the very time God had promised him. Abraham gave the name
Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. When his son Isaac was eight days old,
Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. Abraham was a hundred
years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Sarah said, “God has brought me
laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” And she added,
“Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have
borne him a son in his old age.” The child grew and was weaned, and on the day
Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast. But Sarah saw that the son
whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, and she said to
Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that woman’s son will
never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.” The matter distressed
Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. But God said to him, “Do not be
so distressed about the boy and your slave woman. Listen to whatever Sarah
tells you, because it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. I will
make the son of the slave into a nation also, because he is your offspring.” Early
the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to
Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She
went on her way and wandered in the Desert of Beersheba. When the water in
the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. Then she went off
and sat down about a bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot watch the boy
die.” And as she sat there, she began to sob. God heard the boy crying, and the
angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is the matter,
Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. Lift the
boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” Then
God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the
skin with water and gave the boy a drink. God was with the boy as he grew up.
He lived in the desert and became an archer. While he was living in the Desert of
Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.
The Ishmaelites are the unwanted, the bitter resentment of Ishmael seems to
pass down through his family.
Genesis 25:5-18
Abraham left everything he owned to Isaac. But while he was still living, he gave
gifts to the sons of his concubines and sent them away from his son Isaac to the
land of the east. Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. Then Abraham
breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of years; and he
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was gathered to his people. His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of
Machpelah near Mamre, in the field of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite, the field
Abraham had bought from the Hittites. There Abraham was buried with his wife
Sarah. After Abraham’s death, God blessed his son Isaac, who then lived near
Beer Lahai Roi. This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Ishmael,
whom Sarah’s slave, Hagar the Egyptian, bore to Abraham. These are the names
of the sons of Ishmael, listed in the order of their birth: Nebaioth the firstborn of
Ishmael, Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, Jetur,
Naphish and Kedemah. These were the sons of Ishmael, and these are the
names of the twelve tribal rulers according to their settlements and camps.
Ishmael lived a hundred and thirty-seven years. He breathed his last and died,
and he was gathered to his people. His descendants settled in the area from
Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt, as you go toward Ashur. And
they lived in hostility toward all the tribes related to them.
Ishmael gets nothing but a violent legacy
Mohammed comes about 2006 years later claiming to be a direct descendant of
Ishmael. He is possessed by a demon but his wife convinces him it was really
God and he listens to her. The Koran and Islam is born.
Muslims claim to be the true physical and spiritual descendants of Ishmael.
They claim that Ishmael was the child of promise, not Isaac.
It teaches that God is not a Father and doesn’t have a Son.
As one author wrote: “In a spiritual sense, Islam is the broken, bitter cry of
Ishmael.”
The point here is NOT to stereotype all Muslims! Though they follow a lie, we do
not hate or judge them. We are NOT to demonize them.
But the reality we are speaking of is the ever growing group of extremist who
seek to kill all Jews and Christians and say that there can be no peace.
The Bible teaches that no one will be able to tame the Ishmaelites.
Where do we go from here?
1) We don't demonize all Muslims
2) For those who ARE our enemies, by their own statement, we love our
enemies.
Luke 6:27-28
“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.
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3) We understand the reality of why people convert to ISIS and other
organizations, a desire for order and their problems to go away. We model
through our lives that the real order and promise is found in Jesus. We show that
we are not the evil people that they have been taught we are.
4) We remember that even a violent enemy of the faith can convert. Look at Paul.
No one is irredeemable
1 Timothy 2:4
who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.
5) We acknowledge where all of this is going and try to take as many people to
heaven with us as we can!
Isaiah 46:9-13
Remember the former things, those of long ago; I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is none like me. I make known the end from the beginning,
from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will
do all that I please.’ From the east I summon a bird of prey; from a far-off land, a
man to fulfill my purpose. What I have said, that I will bring about; what I have
planned, that I will do. Listen to me, you stubborn-hearted, you who are now far
from my righteousness. I am bringing my righteousness near, it is not far away;
and my salvation will not be delayed. I will grant salvation to Zion, my splendor to
Israel.

